
“Christ is the Believer’s Strength” 
Philippians 4:13 

Sunday, September 25, 2016 
 
Introduction: There are 1189 chapters in the Bible. My favorite is Philippians 
chapter four. There are more verses in this chapter that help me day by day than 
any chapter in the Bible.  
 
There are two lessons in the chapter that I think are very timely for our church 
and for each of us that I want us to think about this morning. 
 
Text: Philippians 4:1-2 
 

1. Love for people is essential for effectiveness in God’s work (4:1). 
 
• Paul’s love for the believer’s in Philippi is obvious. look how Paul refers to the 

people in 4:1. 
 

• He refers to them as “brethren, longed-for brethren, my joy, my crown.” 
 
• He closes with the expression “beloved.” 

 

Illustration: No serious Bible student could deny that the apostle Paul was an 
effective worker for God. 
 
• There are 27 New Testament books in the Bible. Paul wrote 13 of them. 

(Almost one-fourth of the New Testament.) 
 

• Paul was a missionary and theologian.  
 
• Sixteen chapters in the book of Acts (13-28) tell of Paul’s missionary journeys. 
 
• No person male or female has ever been more effective in God’s work than 

the apostle Paul. 
 



• I think one reason Paul was so effective in God’s work was that he loved 
people. 

 

Application: You will never be effective in God’s work if you do not love people. It 
is the most important quality in a Christian workers life. You can be the most 
gifted and best educated person on the earth, but if you do not love the people 
your effectiveness will be limited.  
 
Think about something. If God is love, and He is, and if God lives in you, and He 
does if you are a Christian, the God in you will love people through you. 
 
“He who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8; 2:9-11; 

3:14). 
 
Love is a characteristic habit of a truly born again person because those who are 
born again receive God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4). 
 
Question: What about people who do not love you? What about people who 
have hurt you or betrayed you? What about people who have said bad things 
about you? Are you to love these people? 
 
Answer: Paul’s life and example answer the question. An even better answer is 
Jesus’s life.  
 
T.S. In a few minutes, I will show you how to do it. 

 
2. Unity in the work of the Lord is essential for effectiveness in God’s work 

(4:2). 
 
• Two women in the church were having a hard time getting along. 

 
• We are given the details of their disagreement. (Perhaps just as well). 

 

• Paul use the work “implore” twice to show his exhortation is addressed just as 
much to one as the other. 

 



• Paul tells them to be of the same mind in the Lord.” 
 

Illustration: It is impossible to be of the same mind in all things in daily life. We 
are simply not going to all see things the same way, but when it comes to the 
things of the Lord there must be unity. 
 
Application: When it comes to the things of the Lord, our personal differences 
must be put aside so that God will be magnified and God’s work advanced. In 
God’s work, the issue is not who is right. In God’s work, the issue is who saves. 
 
Conclusion: One of the many things I love about our church is its diversity. 
Educationally, geographically, economically, politically, socially, and theologically 
we are a very diverse church.  
 
An example theologically of the diversity in our church illustrates how there can 
be unity doing God’s work. 
 
• Theologically, some believe in the rapture of the church and some do not. 

 
• Theologically, some are premillennial and some are not.  

 

• Theologically, some are five-point Calvinist and some are not. 
 

How can there be such diversity in a church and it be of the same mind in the 
Lord? There are two things that are a must. 
 

1. There must be a balance between the Word and the Spirit.  
 

2. Do it in the strength of the Lord (4:13). 
 
Invitation: I do not want to one day be in hell and look around and see some of 
you and say, “I guess we were wrong on the millennium, the rapture, 
predestination.” I want to look around one day in heaven and see you and say, 
“We were right. All who call on the Name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


